


English and English Literature

* We follow the WJEC syllabus.

o Students are allocated 4 periods a week and
study for TWO GCSEs.

The two courses involve:

- 6 pleces of written coursework

- Assessed Speaking and Listening activities
- 3 examinations



GCSE English

Written coursework = 20%

Speaking and Listening =
20%

Examinations = 60%



‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William
Shakespeare

An essay closely
analysing a particular
scene in the play.
(5%)



Poetry from different cultures

An essay comparing poetry
from different cultures and traditions. (5%)



"‘Writing’ coursework x 2

One piece Is a ‘creative’ writing task.

(Either to “explore, Imagine, entertain” or to
“Inform, explain, describe” )

EXAMPLES:
An extract from a story.
A piece of description.
A piece of autobiography.
An informative piece.
(5%)



Writing coursework x 2

The second piece is a ‘media’ writing task. (Either
to “argue, persuade, advise” or to “analyse,

review, comment” )

Examples:
A newspaper report/article.
A persuasive leaflet.

A piece of discursive/analytical writing.
(5%)






GCSE English

Examinations = 60%
Paper 1 (30%) 2 hours

This exam assesses the student’s ability to analyse a
piece of prose that they have not seen before (Section
A) and then choose 2 ‘imaginative writing’ tasks
(Section B).

Examples:

Description of a scene
Autobiographical piece

Continue from a provided opening line
Respond to a story title



GCSE English

Paper 2 (30%) 2 hours

The students are asked to analyse 2 or 3 ‘media’
texts (Section A) then complete 2 ‘media’ pieces
of writing (Section B).

Examples:

A formal letter

An entry for a travel guide
A newspaper report



GCSE Literature

Coursework = 30%

The same ‘Romeo and Juliet’ essay that is entered for the
English GCSE. (7.5 %)

The same ‘Poetry from Different Cultures’ essay that is
entered for the English GCSE. (7.5 %)

An essay on poetry written before 1914. (7.5%)

An assessed oral presentation on a text written before 1914 —
‘The Withered Arm’ by Thomas Hardy (7.5%)



GCSE Literature

Examination 70%:
Section A: 2 guestions on the novel ‘Of Mice
and Men’. (30%)

Section B: 2 guestions on the play ‘An
Inspector Calls’ or ‘Blood Brothers’ (30%)

Section C: one guestion on an unseen
poem. (10%)




Some reasons for success

This year’s results were pleasing — 77% A*-C grades In
both English and English Literature.

e A positive attitude is vital. Work with interest and
enthusiasm and you will then enjoy the course and be
much more likely to be successful.

» All students completed the coursework. Those who
produced the best coursework always met the
deadlines!

* Areqular reading habit obviously helps. Reading and
writing are skills and the more you practise the better

you get!







