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Options at 16+

Employment
Further Education
Work Based Training

NEET
Not in Employment, 

Education or Training

Which route is for you?



Levels 4-8
At these levels you will be 
developing specialist  advanced 
skills for higher level technical & 
professional jobs

Degrees
NVQs level 4 & 5
HND /HNC
Post Graduate Qualifications

Level 3
At this level you are developing a 
high level of knowledge, 
understanding and skills which 
can be used in different job roles
or lead on to Higher Education

A / AS Levels
Advanced Diplomas 

International Baccalaureate
NVQ level 3
BTEC Nationals  / OCR Nationals

Level 2
At this level you are developing 
your knowledge and 
understanding about particular 
subjects and areas of work

GCSEs Grades A* - C
BTEC First Diplomas
OCR Nationals
NVQ level 2

Level 1
At this level you will be building 
on your basic knowledge and 
skills

GCSEs Grades D-G
Foundation Diploma
BTEC Introductory Diplomas & 
Certificates
OCR Nationals & NVQs

Entry Level
A starting point to develop
basic knowledge and skills

Entry Level Certificates Skills for 
Life

Levels
of

Qualifications

You are here!

Sept. 2010?

Source:
What Next?
2009-2010

P8  & 9



Further Education

Cambridge Area
14-19 Partnership

College of West Anglia
(Milton Annexe)

College of West Anglia
(Isle Annexe  - Wisbech)

Huntingdon Regional College

Peterborough Regional College

Individual School Sixth Forms

Cambridge Regional College

Ely Sixth Form College

Hills Road Sixth Form College

Impington Village College 
6th Form 

Long Road Sixth Form College

Netherhall School Sixth Form

Further information from
www.cambscoursefinder.com

Individual  College Prospectuses



Entry Levels

Minimum of 5 GCSE grade B – Hills Rd
Minimum 5 at C – other centres

Note – minimum of B in subjects 
wanting to take forward.

SEE PROSPECTUSES FOR EACH SUBJECT

A / AS Levels   
International Baccalaureate
BTEC National Diploma 
The New Diploma  - Level 3 
Advanced Apprenticeship

English & Maths at C+ GCSE. 

Check with Colleges for 
individual course requirements IF IN DOUBT  - ASK!



A Typical Year 12/13 Course



AS - A2  / International Baccalaureate

AS - 1 year 2 units 

+ 

A2 - 1 year 2 units 
= 1 A Level (4 units)

( 3 Full A Levels = 12 units)

( or 1 AL + 1 Voc AL)

Native Language
Mathematics
Foreign language
Science
Humanities subject           
The Arts
(IB = 3 Full A Levels

= 12 units)

LRSFC
HRSFC
IMP VC
Netherhall
Ely 

Impington
VI Form

After AS  / A2 /  IB
Employment 
Work based training                            
Vocational course
Higher Education  

University Entrance based on points gained from grades achieved 
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Check with Colleges for 
individual course requirements
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Work Related Courses

Three Levels of Award   Pass Merit Distinction

Coursework not exams

Vocational Diplomas get UCAS points just like A levels
6 units = 1 A level

12 units = 2 A levels
18 units = 3 A levels

Combine A levels and Diplomas

Check with Colleges for 
individual requirements

Eg:- Travel & Tourism & Spanish
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Work Related Courses

Some Examples!
Agriculture 

Animal Care

Art and Design
Business & Office Administration

Care, Health & Early Years

Catering, Hospitality & Reception
Computing & IT

Construction  

Countryside management
Engineering 

Equine studies

Floristry

Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy
Media , Music & Performing Arts

Public & Uniform Services

Science – applied science
sports science

forensic science

laboratory &
industrial science

Sport Studies

Travel & Tourism

Courses at CRC, HRC + CoWA
Some available

at VI Form Colleges too. 
Check with prospectus.

+
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Foundation / Level 1 1 Year GCSE grades D-G
BTEC Introductory Diploma & Certificates
OCR National Level 1

Intermediate / Level 2 1 Year       4 GCSEs at Grade C
BTEC First Diploma
OCR National Level 2 

Advanced  / Level 3                                  2 Years    5 GCSE  A* - C minimum
BTEC Nationals
OCR National Level 3                                        

Check with Colleges for 
individual course requirements

Pass : Merit : Distinction  - Points linked to University  Entrance

It is possible to combine with A levels - Eg:- Travel & Tourism & Spanish

Emphasis on Coursework rather than exams



The Employment Routes

Straight into Employment Or
The Work Based Training Option

- Advanced Apprenticeships – 4 X C GCSE
- Apprenticeships – GCSEs A – D expectation

- Entry into Employment schemes (E2E)
- Pre-employment schemes

Leading to Recognised Qualifications.
What Next ? 2009-2010   p13-14
www.apprenticeships.org.uk

www.cambscoursefinder.com
www.youthoria.org

Careers
Interview
Essential



Getting an Apprenticeship

Not an easy option – competition
(800 applicants for  less than  50 places offered in 2008)

Different requirements for entry for different apprenticeships

You will also have to study as part of your training.

YOU need to find an employer first and be flexible!

Consult Training Providers – CRC /  YMCA

What next ?             Connexions Advisers 
– Sian Nixon / Sharon Wattley



Sources of Help & Information

* Ask for a personal interview with one of our
Connexions Service Adviser – Sian / Sharon

* What Next? Connexions Guide to Post 16 
Education and Training             

* Individual College Prospectuses + websites

* Individual College Open Evenings     

* Consult with your Teachers / Parents      

* Talk to ex-pupils already on courses



www.cambscoursefinder.com
Local courses on line

for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough.

The Connexions website for young people 
in Cambridgeshire.

Provides information and advice on 
application procedures, finance, and transport.

www.apprenticeships.org.uk

www.youthoria.org.

Provides details of apprenticeships and 
current  vacancies

WANT HELP?  3 WEBSITES TO USE!



Oct Post 16 Information Evening

Nov Personal statements
Nov College Open Evenings
Nov                   Mock exams (23rd – 27th)

Dec Hand in application forms with 
personal statements
(Friday 11th December)

Mar – April Interviews at first choice
- second choice referrals

May      Conditional Offers made
May / June Exam season

August Exam results

Sept     Enrolment at Colleges

T
I
M
E
S
C
A
L
E



Other issues to consider

Transport
- Routes
- Guided Bus 
- Costs – bus fares?
- Times

Finance
- Course costs / Bursaries?
- See prospectuses & ask !

Education Maintenance     
Allowances
See EMA leaflets

££££££££££££££££££££££
www.cambscoursefinder.co
m



MELBOURN VILLAGE COLLEGE

Be aware of the opportunities…….

Don’t leave it to others!  Look after No 1!

Plan your future from MVC 

from now on!

IF IN DOUBT  - ASK!


